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How many Dutchmen she vouchsafe! to thrid?
How many stages thro* old Monks she rid?
And all who since, in mild benighted days,
Mix'd the Owl's ivy with the Poet's bays?
As man's Maeanders to the vital spring                       55
Roll all their tides, then back their circles bring;
Or whirligigs, twirl'd round by skilful swain,
Suck the thread in, then yield it out again:
All nonsense thus, of old or modern date.
Shall in thee centre, from thee circulate.                    60
For this, our Queen unfolds to vision true
Thy mental eye, for thou hast much to view:
Old scenes of glory, times long cast behind
Shall, first recalPd, rush forward to thy mind:
Then stretch thy sight o'er all her rising reign,            65
And let the past and future fire thy brain.
"Ascend this hill, whose cloudy point commands
Her boundless empire over seas and lands.
See, round the Poles where keener spangles shine,
Where spices smoke beneath the burning I line,           70
(Earth's wide extremes) her sable flag display'd,
And all the nations cover'd in her shade!
"Far eastward cast thine eye, from whence the Sun
And orient Science their bright course begun:
61 this,] Om. comma, 1743(1.      74 their bright] first their 174^1749+
54. M&d the Owl's wy <A iii 46>.
61, 62. For this, our Queen, &c. <A iii 53>.
67. Ascend this lull, &c.] The scenes of this vision are remarkable for the
order of their appearance. First, from ver. 67 to 73. those places of the globe
are shewn where Science never rose; then from ver. 73 to 83, those where she
was destroyed by Tyranny; from ver. 85 to 95, by foundations of Barbarians; from
ver. 96 to 106, by Superstition. Then Rome, the Mistress of Arts, described in her
degeneracy; and lastly Britain, the scene of the action of the poem; which
furnishes the occasion of drawing out the Progeny of Dulness in review. W.
69. See, round the Poles, &e. <A iii 61, 6a>.
73.  <Aiii65>.
74.  their bright course <In a note to his 1751 edition Warburton accounts for